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to the boat The mob had waited for that moment to rush him.
Cook put up a stiff resistance, while giving the others a chance
to escape. But just before he reached the boat he made a fatal
mistake I For a moment he turned his back upon his assailants.
He was at once knocked down and killed.

During the struggle that followed four mariners were also cut
and hacked to pieces. The survivors, several of whom were
badly wounded, made their escape to the Resolution. There they
waited.

They were familiar with the habits of all Polynesian peoples.
It was not pleasant that night to watch the glow from the fires
on shore, for that meant that the body of their commander was
now being prepared for a glorious repast

At this moment most historians discrcedy draw the curtain
upon this ghasdy incident and hint at " certain ceremonial
usages" which made it necessary for the native chief to eat the
heart of his enemy as a token that he was a very great warrior
and that he had now added his opponent's valour to his own
by means of this old and widely honoured ritual. One hates to
be too realistic upon a subject which can only cause discomfort
to friends who arc descended from the men who slaughtered the
gallant captain.

But in the case of James Cook I regret to say that the circum-
stantial evidence (offered to the English a few days after their
commander's murder) points most ominously and most directly
to a fete which it is not pleasant to contemplate, even after a
distance of many years. Already on the afternoon of February
15 news had reached the sailors of the Resolution that their
beloved captain had gone the way of most Polynesian captives
of war. They thereupon fired several volleys at the village where
this sacrilege was supposed to have taken place and succeeded
in setting the place on fire.

Whether fear of further reprisals or genuine remorse inspired
the natives to give some signs of repentance we shall never
know. Whichever it was, on February 21 a party of natives, led